Arrival of the Bride
Music: 
: We are gathered here to witness X and Y join in the bonds of matrimony.  

This gathering is made up of people who have played important parts in your lives.  They are your family and your friends.  They are your roots of your lives that have helped create the people that you have become today.  As you speak the words that will unite you, remember those here today, by their presence you know that in good days and bad, you will never be alone.

 This is a humanist ceremony of marriage.  Humanism is a philosophy of life and ethics, based on a concern for humanity and the natural world.  Humanists believe in the good within people and in the individual’s right to freedom of choice in all the decisions between birth and death.  A fundamental attitude of humanism is that people should show respect to others irrespective of class, creed or race.  These values and attitudes are very important to Vinny and Dee.  

X and Y as you enter this union, your belief that marriage is a coming together for better or for worse.  

Profound happiness and fulfilment are to be found in real marriage.  

No greater blessing or happiness can come to you than to have a love of which you now publicly avow.  Let it grow deeper, truer and more generous, to the very end of your lives.  May this marriage that joins you in love, grow deeper and stronger as the years go by.

We will begin the wedding ceremony with a reading from B:

Reading:  An Excerpt from Captain Corelli's Mandolin

by Louis de Bernieres 

Love is a temporary madness,
it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides. 
And when it subsides you have to make a decision. 
You have to work out whether your roots have so entwined together 
that it is inconceivable that you should ever part. 
Because this is what love is.
Love is not breathlessness, 
it is not excitement, 
it is not the promulgation of eternal passion.
That is just being "in love" which any fool can do.
Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away, 
and this is both an art and a fortunate accident. 
Those that truly love, have roots that grow towards each other underground, 
and when all the pretty blossom have fallen from their branches, 
they find that they are one tree and not two.
Lighting of a Unity Candle

:  At this time we will have the lighting of the unity candle. I want to ask representatives of both families to light one of the Unity candles. Will you come forward and light a candle please.    Music: 
Before the Bride and Groom come forward to light their wedding candle, allow me to explain the symbolism behind these candles.

The two outside candles have been lit by their parents to represent their lives to this moment.  The lights, representing the faith, wisdom, and love they have received from their families, are distinct, each burning alone.  X and Y will light the centre candle to symbolize the union of their lives. 

 As this one light burns undivided, so shall their lives be one.  Three candles will therefore remain lit:  One candle for each of their families and one candle for the unity of their new family.  They symbolise their commitment to each other and to a lasting and loving marriage.

X and Y will you now please light your unity candle.         Music: 
Reading from 
“Blessing of the Hands", by Rev. Daniel L. Harris
“These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you.

They are the hands that are holding yours on your wedding day, as you promise to love each other today, tomorrow, and forever.

These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as together you build your future.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, and with the slightest touch, will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grief fills your mind.

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow, and as in today, tears of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly hold your children, the hands that will help you to hold your family as one.

These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it.

And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.”

: For hundreds of years lovers have exchanged rings as a token of their love.  Now X and Y shall follow in that tradition. Let these rings also be a sign that love has substance as well as soul, a present as well as a past and that despite its occasional sorrows love is a circle of happiness, wonder and delight.  

The circle is a symbol of the sun, the earth and the universe, the changing seasons of life.  It is a symbol of wholeness and of peace.  May it stand for you as a symbol of your love for each other, looking both inwards and outwards to your wider community of which you are a part, an embrace that binds, and a support that reassures and inspires without limit.

Vows & Ring Exchange
 - Pronouncement       MUSIC: 
Reading from :  Rocks and Sand by Stephen R. Covey – 

A philosophy professor stood before his class and had some items in front of him.  When class began, wordlessly he picked up a large empty glass jar an proceeded to fill it with rocks right to the top, rocks about 2 inches in diameter.  

He then asked the students if the jar was full.  They all agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar.  He shook the jar lightly.  The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open areas between the rocks.  The students laughed.

He asked his students again if the jar was full.  They agreed that yes, it was.

The professor then picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar.  Of course, the sand filled up everything else.

“Now,” said the professor “I want you to recognize that this is your life.  The rocks are the important things – your family, your partner, your health, and your children – anything that is so important to you that if it were lost, you would be nearly destroyed.

The pebbles are the other things in life that matter, but on a smaller scale.  The pebbles represent things like your job, your house, your car.  The sand is everything else, the smaller stuff.

If you put the sand or the pebbles into the jar first, there is no room for the rocks.  The same goes for your life.  If you spend all your energy and time on the small stuff, material things, you will never have room for the things that are truly most important.

Pay attention to the things that are critical in your life.  Play with your children.  Take your partner out dancing.  There will always be time to go to work, clean the house,  give a dinner party.  Take care of the rocks first – the things that really matter.  

Set your priorities:  The rest is just pebbles and sand.
: Dismissal   Music
