Arrival of the Bride
Music: Flower Duet - Delibes
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Introduction to ceremony by Dick Spicer

DS: This is a humanist ceremony of marriage.  Humanism is a philosophy of life and ethics, based on a concern for humanity and the natural world.  Humanists believe in the good within people and in the individual’s right to freedom of choice in all the decisions between birth and death.  A fundamental attitude of humanism is that people should show respect to others irrespective of class, creed or race.  These values and attitudes are very important to X and Y.  

X and Y as you enter this union, your belief that marriage is a partnership between equal individuals with common goals, hopes and dreams will give your lives special meaning and fulfilment.

Your love for one and other and your willingness to accept each other’s strong points and weaknesses will help cement the foundation for a strong and lasting marriage.  Learn to respect your individual outlooks.  Share your thoughts, experiences and dreams with one another.  Cherish the intimacy and understanding that comes with the passage of time.

Marriage is coming together for better or for worse.  Profound happiness and fulfilment are to be found in real marriage.  No greater blessing or happiness can come to you than to have a love of which you now publicly avow.  Let it grow deeper, truer and more generous, to the very end of your lives.  May this marriage that joins you in love, grow deeper and stronger as the years go by..

Ring Exchange and Vows 
For hundreds of years lovers have exchanged rings as a token of their love.  Now Francis and  Dearbhail shall follow in that tradition. Let these rings also be a sign that love has substance as well as soul, a present as well as a past and that despite its occasional sorrows love is a circle of happiness, wonder and delight.  

The circle is a symbol of the sun, the earth and the universe, the changing seasons of life.  It is a symbol of wholeness and of peace.  May it stand for you as a symbol of your love for each other, looking both inwards and outwards, to your wider community of which you are a part, an embrace that binds, and a support that reassures and inspires without limit.

Y, this ring I give you, my personal gift and my personal promise, of love and trust, and pride that you are my husband. 

X, this ring I give you, my personal gift and my personal promise, of love and trust, and pride that you are my wife. 

Poem – W.B Yeats  - Derek Murphy  
Had I the heaven’s embroidered cloths. Enwrought with golden and silver light, the blue and the dim and the dark cloths.  Of night and light and the half light,  I would spread the cloths under your feet:  But I, being poor, have only my dreams; I have spread my dreams under your feet;  Tread softly because you tread on my dreams.
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DS: X and Y have chosen to incorporate the ancient ritual of Hand fastening into their wedding ceremony today.  In the Celtic tradition, there is a beautiful understanding of love and friendship. One of the fascinating ideas is the idea of soul-love; the old Gaelic term for this is “Anam Cara”. “Anam” is the Gaelic word for soul and “Cara” is the word for friend.  So “Anam Cara” in the Celtic world was the "Soul Friend". 

Hand fastening is a very powerful declaration of intent, where bride and groom clearly state that they are marrying of their own free will.

DS:  X and Y know before you go further, that since your lives have crossed in this life, you have formed eternal and sacred bonds. And as you enter this marriage, know that within this circle you are not only declaring your intent to be hand fasten before your friends and family you are also declaring your intent to live by the commitments you make in doing so do today. 
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DS: Do you still seek to enter this union?

Both:  We Do

DS: X and Y, I bid you look into each other's eyes.
Will you honour and respect one another, and seek to never break that honour?

Both:  We will...
DS: X and Y, Will you share each other's pain and seek to ease it?

Both:  We will...

DS: X and Y, Will you share the burdens of each so that your spirits may grow in this union?
Both:  We will...

DS: X and Y, will you share each other's laughter, and look for the brightness in life and the positive in each other? 

Both: We will...

DS: X and Y, as your hands are bound together now, so your lives  are joined in a union of love and trust.
Above you are the stars and below you is the earth.
Like the stars your love should be a constant source of light, and like the earth, a firm foundation from which to grow
.
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Musical Piece -  Tabhair dom do lamh – Rurai Dall O’Catha
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Reading – 

A philosophy professor stood before his class and had some items in front of him.  When class began, wordlessly he picked up a large empty glass jar an proceeded to fill it with rocks right to the top, rocks about 2” in diameter.  

He then asked the students if the jar was full.  They all agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar.  He shook the jar lightly.  The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open areas between the rocks.  The students laughed.

He asked his students again if the jar was full.  They agreed that yes, it was.

The professor then picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar.  Of course, the sand filled up everything else.

“Now,” said the professor “I want you to recognize that this is your life.  The rocks are the important things – your family, your partner, your health, and your children – anything that is so important to you that if it were lost, you would be nearly destroyed.

The pebbles are the other things in life that matter, but on a smaller scale.  The pebbles represent things like your job, your house, your car.  The sand is everything else, the smaller stuff.

If you put the sand or the pebbles into the jar first, there is no room for the rocks.  The same goes for your life.  If you spend all your energy and time on the small stuff, material things, you will never have room for the things that are truly most important.

Pay attention to the things that are critical in your life.  Play with your children.  Take your partner out dancing.  There will always be time to go to work, clean the house, give a dinner party”  Take care of the rocks first – the things that really matter.  

Set your priorities:  The rest is just pebbles and sand…….
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D.S

Go now and live your life together as Husband and Wife, with the honour and love you have promised here today, in front of your many friends and family.
 Music: La Rejoussance - Fireworks
