Celebrant:

<Name here>

Bridesmaids:

<Names here>

Best Man:

<Name here>

Groomsmen:

<Names here>

Ushers:


<Names here>

Readers:


<Names here>

Prayers:


<Names here>

Organist:

<Name here>

Soloists:


<Names here>

Choir Director:

<Name here>


The Marriage Service

The Entry 

	All stand
	Allegro from Trio Sonata in C major, BWV 529
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)


Greeting

The Minister says

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 


1 John 4: 16 
All stand and sing

B

e thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

Naught be all else to me save that thou art;

Thou my best thought in the day and the night,

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;

Thou my great Father, and I thy true Son,

Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,

Be thou my armour, and be thou my might;

Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower,

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,

Thou my inheritance through all my days;

Thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art!

High King of heaven, when the battle is done,

Grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heaven’s sun,

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

	Early Irish

tr. Mary Byrne (1880–1931)


	Slane

Irish Traditional Melody

harm. George H. P. Hewson (1881–1972)





The Introduction 

The Minister says 

We have come together in the presence of God to witness the marriage of <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name>, to ask his blessing on them and to share in their joy. Our Lord Jesus Christ was himself a guest at a wedding at Cana of Galilee, and through his Spirit he is with us now. 

The scriptures set before us marriage as part of God's creation and a holy mystery in which man and woman become one flesh. It is God's purpose that, as husband and wife give themselves to each other in love throughout their lives, they shall be united in that love as Christ is united with his Church. 

Marriage was ordained that husband and wife may comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in plenty and in need, in sorrow and in joy. 

It is intended that with delight and tenderness they may know each other in love, and through the joy of their bodily union they may strengthen the union of their hearts and lives. 

It is intended that they may be blessed in the children they may have, in caring for them and in bringing them up in accordance with God's will to his praise and glory. 

In marriage husband and wife begin a new life together in the community. It is a permanent commitment that all should honour. It must not be undertaken carelessly, lightly or selfishly, but by God's help, with reverence, responsibility, respect and the promise to be faithful. 

This is a way of life, created and hallowed by God, that <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> are now about to begin. They will each give their consent to the other; they will join hands and exchange solemn vows, and in token of this they will give and receive a ring. 

Therefore on this their wedding day we pray with them, that, strengthened and guided by God, they may fulfil his purpose for the whole of their earthly life together. 

The Collect

The Minister says 

Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you send the Holy Spirit to be the life and light of all your people: Open the hearts of these your servants to the riches of his grace, that they may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 

Readings

Corinthians 13: 1–13 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

From The Prophet, by Khalil Gibran

You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore. You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days. Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God. But let there be spaces in your togetherness. And let the winds of the heavens dance between you. Love one another but make not a bond of love. Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Fill each other’s cup but drink not from one cup. Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf. Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each of you be alone, even as the strings of the lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping. For only the land of Life can contain your hearts. And stand together, yet not too near together, for the pillars of the temple stand apart, and the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.




Remain seated while the choir sings

T

he Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

Yea, though I walk though the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are with me, you will comfort me. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

	Psalm 23: 1, 2, 4, 6
	Howard Goodall (b. 1958)


The Sermon 

The Marriage 

All stand

The Minister says to the congregation 

I am required by law to ask anyone present who knows a reason why <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> may not lawfully marry to declare it now. 

The Minister says to <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name>

The vows you are about to take are to be made in the name of God, who is judge of all and knows all the secrets of our hearts; therefore if either of you knows any reason why you may not lawfully marry you must declare it now. 

The Consent

The Minister says to <Groom’s name>

<Groom’s name>, will you take <Bride’s name> to be your wife? 

Will you love her, comfort her, 

honour and care for her, 

and, forsaking all others, 

be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 

He answers 

I will. 

The Minister says to <Bride’s name>

<Bride’s name>, will you take <Groom’s name> to be your husband?

Will you love him, comfort him, 

honour and care for him, 

and, forsaking all others, 

be faithful to him as long as you both shall live? 

She answers 

I will. 

The Vows

<Groom’s name> says 

I <Groom’s name> take you <Bride’s name> to be my wife,

to have and to hold from this day forward, 

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 

in sickness, and in health, to love and to cherish 

till death us do part, according to God's holy law.

This is my solemn vow. 

<Bride’s name> says 

I <Bride’s name> take you <Groom’s name> to be my husband, 

to have and to hold from this day forward, 

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, 

in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish 

till death us do part, according to God's holy law.

This is my solemn vow. 

Giving And Receiving Of Rings

The Minister receives the rings and says 

Heavenly Father, 

may these rings be to <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> 

a symbol of unending love and faithfulness

to remind them of the vow and covenant

which they have made this day. 




<Groom’s name> says 

I give you this ring 

as a sign of our marriage. 

With my body I honour you, 

and all that I have I share with you

in the name of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

<Bride’s name> says 

I give you this ring 

as a sign of our marriage.

With my body I honour you, 

and all that I have I share with you

in the name of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The Declaration

The Minister addresses the congregation 

In the presence of God, and before this congregation <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> have given their consent and made their marriage vows to each other. They have declared their marriage by the joining of hands and by the giving and receiving of a ring. Therefore in the name of God I pronounce that they are husband and wife. 

The Minister joins <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name>’s right hands together, and says

What God has joined together 

let no one put asunder.
Mark 10: 9 
The Blessing

The congregation remains standing. 

<Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> kneel, and the Minister says 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

bless, preserve and keep you: 

the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace

that you may live together in faith and love, 

and receive the blessings of eternal life. Amen. 

<Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> say 

O God our Father, 

we thank you for uniting our lives 

and for giving us to each other in the fulfilment of love.

Watch over us at all times, 

guide and protect us, 

and give us faith and patience, 

that, as we hold each other's hand in yours,

we may draw strength from you 

and from each other; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Affirmation By The People

The Minister says 

Will you the family and friends of <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> support and encourage them in their marriage? 

We will. 

The Acclamations

Blessed are you, heavenly Father: 

you give joy to the bridegroom and the bride. 

Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ: 

you have brought new life to all your people. 

Blessed are you, Holy Spirit of God: 

you bring us together in love. 

Blessed be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

one God, to be praised for ever. Amen. 

All sit while the choir sings

L

audate Dominum omnes gentes;

Laudate eum, omnes populi.

Quoniam confirmata est

Super nos misericordia ejus,

Et veritas Domini manet in aeternum.

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto.

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper.

Et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.

	Psalm 117
	From Vesperae Solennes de Confessore, K. 339

	
	W. A. Mozart (1756–91)


The Prayers 

Now that <Groom’s name> and <Bride’s name> have given themselves to each other in marriage, let us pray that God will keep them and all other married couples faithful to their marriage vows. 

May they live and grow together in love and peace all the days of their life, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May they truly and faithfully perform those vows which they have made together in your sight, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May their life together be a witness to your love in this troubled world; may unity overcome division, forgiveness heal injury, and joy triumph over sorrow, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

May their home be a place of love, security and truth,

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

We pray for their families and friends, and all who share with them in the happiness of this day, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

We remember with joy and thankfulness our relatives and friends departed this life in your faith and fear, especially <Names here>, and we pray that we may share with them the joys of your eternal kingdom, 

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these our thanksgivings and prayers

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



The Peace

The Minister says 

Jesus said, A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
John 13: 34 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All stand and sing

G

uide me, O thou great Jehovah,

pilgrim though this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;

hold me with thy powerful hand:

bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore,

feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain,

whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through:

strong deliverer, strong deliverer.

be thou still my strength and shield,

be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death, and hell’s destruction,

land me safe on Canaan's side:

songs of praises, songs of praises,

I will ever give to thee,

I will ever give to thee.

	William Williams (1717–91)
	Cwm Rhondda

	tr. Peter Williams (1722–96) & W. Williams
	John Hughes (1873–1932)





The Lord's Prayer

The Minister says 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Blessing

The Minister says 

God the Holy Trinity 

make you strong in faith and love,

defend you on every side, 

and guide you in truth and peace: 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

be with you, and remain with you always. Amen. 




Please remain seated for the signing of the register, during which the choir will sing

O

 sing joyfully unto God our strength 

make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob. 

Take the song, bring hither the tabret 

the merry harp with the lute. 

Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon 

even in the time appointed, 

and upon our solemn feast-day. 

For this was made a statute for Israel 

and a law of the God of Jacob.

	Psalm 81: 1–4
	Adrian Batten (1591–1637)


T

hou visitest the earth, and blessest it.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.

	Psalm 65: 9, 12
	Maurice Greene (1695–1755)


A

chieved is the glorious work;

The Lord beholds it, and is pleased.

In lofty strains let us rejoice,

Our song let be the praise of God.

	
	from The Creation

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732–1809) 


The Exit 

	All stand
	Toccata from Symphony No. 5, op. 42 no. 1
Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937)


